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Hello, everyone. My name is Hanako Seishin. | am 11 years old. | am from Kurashiki.

| like reading books. My dream is to be a nurse in the future.

Monolog (Recitation for ONE person)

[A] Trains of the Future

Have you heard of maglev trains? They use magnets to run along the rails. They are
the trains of the future. These trains are fast, very fast. In Japan, the Linimo maglev
train can run at 600 kilometers per hour. You could travel from Okayama to Osaka in
about 20 minutes. You could travel to Tokyo in about one hour. These trains are quiet
too. They don’t use wheels at high speeds. They don’t even touch the rails. China is
using maglev trains in Shanghai. This year, Korea started using maglev trains at
Incheon airport. | think we will see the trains of the future here in Japan very soon.

[B] I'm Sorry | Was Late.

I'm sorry | was late today. | have a really good excuse! My bicycle had a flat tire! My
Mom's car ran out of gas. | got on the wrong train! The bus caught fire! The streetcar
exploded! The taxi driver went crazy and drove through Marunaka! The airplane
crashed into the sea! The rescue helicopter got lostl My parachute didn't open! It
wasn't my fault! | tried my best. Honest! You believe me, don't you?



Dialog (Recitation for TWO people)

[C] Autonomous Cars

A : The light's green. We can go.

: Look out! That car just went through on a red light!

: That was really dangerous!

: See! That's why | think we shouldn't let people drive anymore!

. So what will everybody do? Walk?

: No. We could still take cars ... just, we wouldn't let people drive them.
: We wouldn't get very far!

: No, really. I'm talking about autonomous cars.

: What does that mean?

: Cars that drive themselves!

. Like robot cars?

: Sure!

. That's just science fiction!

: Not really, more than ten car makers say they want self-driving cars by 2020.
: But wouldn't that be dangerous?

: It would be safer than that car that almost hit us!

: You're probably right.
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[D] Where are my keys?

: Dad (Mom), what are you looking for?

: My car keys. | can’t find them.

: Are they on the couch?

: <checks> No, they are not there.

: Are they on the table?

: <checks> No, they are not there.

: Are they in your pocket?

: <checks> No.

: Hmm...Are they in the...car?

: <checks> Yes, but the door is locked! My keys are locked inside. OH NO! I'm going
be late!

: You can take my bike. | don’t need it. Here are the keys.
: Great. Thank you. <leaves, returns>

: What's the matter?

: The tire is flat! I’'m going to be late!

: Don’t worry. Here, take my skateboard.

: Skateboard? OK. Thanks, see you tonight!

: Good bye.
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